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Background 

Last year the City of Gulf Shores hired a traffic consulting firm, Skipper & Associates, of 

Birmingham, Alabama to prepare a Major Thoroughfare Plan for planning purposes.  The maps 

they provided consist of street centerlines showing various proposed improvements to existing 

City and County roads and highways as well as possible new roadway corridors within the city 

limits and planning jurisdiction.  The plans were coordinated with the Alabama Department of 

Transportation’s capital improvement plans and incorporated the Planning Department’s 

knowledge of long term private development plans and some preliminary conceptual 

developments. 

 

 

Proposal 

Skipper & Associates New Roadway Plans are plotted at a 1” = 1500’ scale on two 24” x 36” 

color plots.  They are on display in City Hall and are shown to developers who are considering 

developments in, along, or near one of the proposed corridors.  For my capstone mapping project 

I propose to create a color 11”x17” map using 2005 color aerial photography, roadway, wetland, 

and parcel data from the City to show several different routing options for two these proposed 

corridors.  The area to be evaluated is the “Target Extension to County Road 6” and “County 

Road 4 Target North/South Connector” (numbered “8” and “9” below). They will connect a 

commercial area on the east side of Alabama State Highway 59 to a large undeveloped area and 

provide an additional connection from residential areas along County Road 4 and 6 to State 

Highway 59 and the new Target retail store and Colonial Shopping Mall. 

 

 

 
Excerpt from the Draft 2006 “Gulf Shores North New Roadway Plan” 

Prepared by Skipper & Associates for the City of Gulf Shores 

 

The large green areas shown on the excerpt above, symbolizing potential wetland areas, will be 

revised to allow the land features below to remain visible. This has been a major problem in the 

use of these maps; while useful for planning purposes, these “potential” wetland boundaries are 

estimated and may or may not reflect the actual boundaries when surveyed in the field.  The 

features they cover are often more important for planning.  The map produced will be a 

multivariate map showing existing roadway classifications symbolized using varying thickness, 

color, and style to distinguish between existing and proposed local, collector, minor arterial, and 

principal arterial roadways.  The target audience will be engineers, land planners, and developers 

who may be planning a development in the area.  The map will not be published for viewing by 

the general public, but will be available for review by the public after proper introduction by a 

City planner or engineer. 


